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MOUFANG LOOPS OF SMALL ORDER. I
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ABSTRACT. The main result of this paper is the determination of all non-
associative Moufang loops of orders <31. Combinatorial type methods are used
to consider a number of cases which lead to the discovery of 13 loops of the
type in question and prove that there can be no others. All of the loops found
are isomorphic to all of their loop isotopes, are solvable, and satisfy both
Lagrange’s theorem and Sylow’s main theorem.

In addition to finding the loops referred to above, we prove that Moufang
loops of orders p, p2, p3 or pq (for p and g prime) must be groups.

Finally, a method is found for constructing nonassociative Moufang loops
as extensions of nonabelian groups by the cyclic group of order 2.

L Introduction. In studying algebraic objects, it is frequently useful to have
many examples at one’s fingertips. In the case of Moufang loops that are not
groups, the scarcity of manageable examples is one of the difficulties that we
have encountered. It is the purpose of this paper to begin to remedy this situa-
tion by finding all Moufang loops of order < 31.(1) There are 13 such loops—one
of order 12, five of order 16, one of order 20, five of order 24, and one of order 28.
The order structures, nuclei and subloops of these loops are given (Tables 3, 4
and 5). All of the loops are G-loops (i.e. they are isomorphic to all of their loop
isotopes) and they are solvable. Lagrange’s theorem and Sylow’s main theorem
bold in all of them. In terms of the M, -laws of Pflugfelder [10], some of the
loops are Ms-loops, some are M,-loops, and some are strictly Moufang.

In the course of studying these loops, we find a general method of construct-
ing nonassociative Moufang loops as extensions of groups (see Theorem 1). We
also prove that, for p and ¢ being primes, Moufang loops of order pg or of order
p" for <3 are groups.
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(1) In order to know the Moufang loops of order n, one must know the groups of
order <n/2. Since the groups of order <15 are well known, whereas the groups of order
16 and larger start getting messy, 31 was chosen as our stopping point. However, we
hope to extend our work in a future paper.
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We would like to thank the referee for his suggestions which led to the
shortening of the proofs of Propositions 1 and 5 and of the discussion of case 3
appearing on pp. 46—47.

II. Background and notation. A Moufang loop is a loop L in which the
identity

1 (ab)(ca) = [albc)la
holds for all a, b, ¢ € L.

In order to study Moufang loops of order < 31, we must know all groups of
order < 15. These groups are discussed in many books on group theory (see, for
example, [1, Chapter 5, $3D, and some familarity with them will be assumed here.
However, for future reference, we have included in Table 1 a list of the noncyclic
groups of order < 15, together with the possible orders of elements in a minimal
set of generators. (Note that, slightly contrary to proper usage, we call a set of
generators minimal if there is no set of generators which contains fewer elements,
rather than calling it minimal if no proper subset is a set of generators.)

Table 1
Noncyclic groups and orders of their generators
Group Order |Minimal # Order of generators in minimal sets
of generators

C,xC, 4 2 2 and 2
S3=D, 6 2 2 and 3, or 2and 2
C4xC2 8 2 2 and 4, or 4 and 4
szczxcz 8 3 2,2 and 2
0o 8 2 4 and 4
D, 8 2 2 and 4, or 2 and 2
CyxCy 9 2 3 and 3
D5 10 2 2 and 5, or 2 and 2
Cex Cy 12 2 2 and 6, or 6 and 6

4 12 2 2 and 3, 0r 3 and 3
D 12 2 2 and 6, or 2 and 2

12 12 2 3 and 4, 4 and 4, or 6 and 4
D, 14 2 2and 7, 0or 2 and 2
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Notation. C, is the cyclic group of order n.

D, is the dihedral group of order 2n.

S, is the symmetric group on 7 symbols.

Q is the group of units in the quaternions.

A_ is the alternating group on # symbols.

G,, is the remaining nonabelian group of order 12. (It may be

thought of as the group of (2 x 2) matrices generated by (? t) and (% 32) where

i=y=1 and €+ €+ 1=0. Its multiplication table may be found in [1, Table
5.4, p. 1551.)

In addition to this knowledge of groups, we make use of the following facts
about Moufang loops:

(i) The identity (1) is equivalent to each of the identities

(@) alb(cb)] = ab)clb
and
A3) alblac)] = [(ab)alc

[2, Lemma 3.1, p. 115].

(ii) Moufang loops are diassociative—i.e., any two elements generate a sub-
group [9, p. 421, (Thus, in searching for nonassociative Moufang loops, one or
two generator loops need not be considered.) Note that diassociativity implies
the following inverse properties: If @b =1 then ba = 1; b is denoted by a-!
and, for any c in L, (cada=! =c, a~Yac) = ¢, and (ac)~!=c"la"1,

(iii) Moufang’s theorem. If three elements of a Moufang loop associate in
some order, then they generate a subgroup [2, p. 117).

(iv) The order of any element in a Moufang loop divides the order of the
loop [2, Theorem 1.2, p. 92.

If (L, -) is a finite loop, the order of L will be denoted by |L|; and if
x € L, then the order of x will be denoted by |x|.

If x|, X5,¢++,%, €L, then the subloop of L generated by x,,:--,x, will
be denoted by (x;,:+«, %,).

If H is a subloop of L, and x € L, then (H, x) will denote the smallest sub-
loop of L which contains both H and x.

Finally, if L is a Moufang loop, we will denote its nucleus by N. (The
nucleus of a Moufang loop L is the set of all elements which associate with
every pair of elements of L—i.e. @ € N if and only if, for every b, ¢ € L, (ab)c =
a(bc); (ba)c = blac) and b(ca) = (bc)a.) The nucleus of a Moufang loop is a
subgroup.
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III. Preliminary results.

Lemma 1. If H is a subloop of a finite Moufang loop L, and if x € L is not
in H, let d be the smallest divisor > 1 of |x| such that |x|/d divides |H|.
(Clearly |x|/\|x| divides |H|, so, for any x and any H, d exists.) Then |(H, x)|
> d|H|.

Proof. Consider all elements of the form hx’, where h € H, 0<i<d. If
bxxi = bzxi, for some i< j, then, by diassociativity, b, = (bzxf)x-i = bz(xj‘i), so
%= b'z'lbl €H. Letr=j—-i Then 0<r<d, and x” € H. If the greatest com-
mon divisor (r, |x]) = ¢, then there exist integers z, v such that ru + v|x| = t.
Thus xf = ™"l o ()%(x x')" =(x")* € H. Thus |x*| divides |H|. However,
since t divides |x|, |x| = |%|/t. Thus t is a divisor of |x| such that |x|/¢
divides |H|. But, if r# 0, then t < 7<d, so that, by the way d was chosen,
t=1o0 r=0, If t=1,then x € H contrary to assumption. Thus r=0,s0 i=j
and bl =bh,. Thus the elements bx%, heH, 0 < i<d, are distinct, and there are
d|H| of them, so the lemma is proven.

Corollary 1. If |(H, x)| = d|H|, then every element of (H, x) may be uniquely
expressed in the form bx', where b € H and 0< i<d.

Proof. Since the elements bx’ are distinct and since there are exactly d|H|
= |(H, x)| of them, they are all the elements in (H, x).

Corollary 2. If H and x are as above and |x| is prime, then |(H, x)| >
<l |41

Corollary 3. If a nonassociative Moufang loop L of order < 31 contains an
element z of order >3, and if x, y € L, y ¢ (z) and x ¢ (y, 2), then L =(x,y, 2).
(By diassociativity, since L is not a group, such x and y exist.)

Proof. By Lemma 1,
Kx 3, 2)| 2 2ly,z| > 4lz| > 16.

If L #(x, y, z), then there exists w € L, w ¢ (x, y, z). But then |L|>
Kw, %, y, 2)| > 2 + K%, 3, 2)| > 32—contradiction.

Proposition 1. If p is a prime, then a Moufang loop L of order p3 is a group.

Proof. By [7, Theorem 4, p. 397] L is centrally nilpotent. Let Z be the
center of L. Then |L/Z||p?. Thus L/Z =(xZ, yZ) for some x, y € L. There-
fore, L = (x, y, Z) = (x, y) Z. Every element of L may therefore be expressed in
the form gz, where g € (x, y) and z € Z. Clearly, (g,z,, 3222'8323)’ (31’ 8y 83)‘
Hence, by diassociativity, L is a group.
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Corollary 4. If p is prime, every Moufang loop L of order p or p? is a group.
Proof. If |L]| = p then |L x Cp2| = p3;if |L| = p? then |L x Cpl =p3. In

either case, L is isomorphic to a subloop of the direct product which, by Proposi-
tion 1, is a group. Hence L is a group.

Proposition 2. A Moufang loop of exponent 2 is a group.

Proof. If x, y € L, then (xy)? =1 so yx = x~1y~!

= xy. Thus L is commu-
tative. Hence, for each x in L, x> is in the nucleus N of L 2, Theorem 5.5,
p. 130). However, x2=1isin N,and N is a group, so x € N. Hence N =L and

L is a group.

Proposition 3. If p and q are distinct primes, p < q, then every Moufang loop
L of order pq is a group.

Proof. If there exists y € L such that |y| = g, then choose x € L such that
x & (y). Since |x| divides |L|, |x| = p, g or pg. In any case, by Lemma 1,
|(x, | > py)| = bg = |L|. Thus L =(x, y) and hence is a group. .

There are now two cases to consider.

(i) If pq is odd, then Glauberman [7, Corollary to Theorem 13, p. 411] proved
that L has an element of order g, and hence the result follows.

(ii) If pq is even, then p =2. Since the existence of an element of order ¢
finishes the proof, we may assume that each element of L is of order 2. But then
the result follows from Proposition 2.

IV. Main results. We proceed to find all Moufang loops L of order < 31 by
use of messy case analyses dealing with the orders of the elements in minimal
sets of generators of L.

We begin with the case in which every minimal set of generators of L contains
an element of order 2. We obtain

Theorem 1. If L is a nonassociative Moufang loop for which every minimal
set of generators contains an element of order 2, then there exists a nonabelian
group G, and an element x of order 2 in L, such that each element of L may be
uniquely expressed in the form gx*, where g € G, a =0, 1, and the product of
two elements of L is given by

@ (g, )g,x) = (g7 s+

where v= (=1 and p= (- 1)*3,

Conversely, given any nonabelian group G, the loop L constructed as indi-
cated above is a nonassociative Moufang loop.
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Proof. Let {x, u;,+++,4,} be a minimal set of generators for L containing
the fewest possible elements of order 2. (By the hypothesis of the theorem, we
may assume that x is of order 2.) Let G =(u;s+++5u, ). If g €G then
{gx, u s+ ++su,} generate L, so that, by the way x, u;,+++,u, were chosen, gx
must be of order 2. Hence, (gx)? = gxgx =1, s0 gx=x"1g~1 = xg~ 1. Also, by
diassociativity and (1),

81(%g;) = (g,85 '8, )x,) = g, (g7 15, )xg,.

If €= 0, this is just g,g,. If €=1, then {gz[(g;lgl)x], Uy, uyyeeeyu,} is aset
of generators for L, so that, by the assumption made above, (g,[(g51g,)x])? = 1.
Similarly, {(g51g,)% u,s-++5u } is a set of generators, so [(g5 g, )x)*= 1. Hence,

g1(xg,) = g,l(g5 g )xlg, = x~ l(‘g; lgl)'l =(g5lg)x= (g7'g,) 1x.

Thus, if we let v = (- 1), we see that, regardless of the value of e, gl(x‘gz) =
:'gz)"x‘. Thus, using diassociativity and (2), we see that

(g lxs)(gzx‘) =1{l(g lxs)(gzxe)]x8 k=® =g Lx 8gz:c“‘sl k=% =g g™ :,
where

“={1 if €+8=0 (mod 2)} e

—~1 otherwise

Hence, by our previous argument,
(glxs)(gzx‘) = l(g’;gg')vx‘lx' 5 (g'{g’;)vx“"s.

Thus the product of two elements of the form gx® is again of that form. Hence,
the elements of the form gx* form a subloop of L. But since x, uyseecsu, can
each be expressed in the form gx®, this subloop is all of L.

If g,x% = gzxﬁ, 0<a,B<1,then x* A = & lg2 €G. However u s++,u,
cannot generate L, so a - 8 #1t1; therefore a -~ B=0 and a = 8. Thus 8,=8
and the expression is unique.

Thus, to complete the proof, we must show elements of the form gx% under
the operation defined by (4), form a nonassociative Moufang loop if and only if
G is a nonabelian group.

If L is Moufang, let a=g,, b=g,, c=g,x Then

(ad)(ca) = (3132)[(83")81] = (3132)[(838-1. D] = [(gsg; 1)(g1g2)]x.
Also
la(bc)la = {g,[g,(g;2) g, = tg,(g,8,)%]le,

= {l(g;8,)8,1lg; = f[(g;gz)gllg;lix = (g;8,)%
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Hence, (gsgi'l)(glgzﬁt (g38,)r 0 [(gsg;l)(glgz)]g'l'l = (g3g2)g;l. Thus

g;le (e 2,87 1 = g5(e,87 1) = (g58,)7 !

for any g,, g,, g; € G. Hence G is a group.
To see if L is associative, let a= glxa. b= gzxﬁ, c= g3x7. Then

v, uv YV, BV V. p Y
(ab)6=[(811821) lxaw](gyc'y)=[(gllg21) ! 2332] 294847
where v, = (- 1), p= 1)*8, v,=( 17, p, = 1)%+B+7,
v, R,V v, U, M, V[,V
albe) = (glxa)[(gz3g33) 3xP+7] =[gl4(g23g33) 3741 4, 04847

where v, = (1) =v,, py = (- 1847, v,=( 1847 & Bys g = 1)%*8+7 4 [
Thus L is associative if and only if

V) B V1V, ¥ B, Vo Mo Vol K
[(gllgzl) 1 283 ] 2=[813(822833) 2 2] 3.

Taking a=f=0, y=1, g, =1, this becomes [(glgz)"l]-1 = [g;l(g;l)]'l, or
818, = 8,8+ Soif L is associative then G is abelian. Conversely, if G is
abelian, then

V.

v, W, v TR, LoV, BV
1 P1\"1%2_Fa "2 2
[(g;'g, ) * %g5°] 11272

=818 &3
and

Py, Vy My Vol f Boly V1
[813(82 833) 221" _ g 18y? 3832 2,

However, p,v, = 1= Bot3s SO L is associative.

The final step in the proof is to show that if G is a group then L is Moufang.
This involves a straightforward, although somewhat messy computation.

We must check the Moufang law (1). Let a=g,x%, b= gzxﬁ. ¢ =g3x7. Then

v, u. v
(abca) = [(g, Lgh D) 1+l 261 2) 25471 = [(g) gy 1) 1 (g, 2, 2) 231 357
and
14
[a(bc)a = (g lxa)[(g:"g?) 4P+ 1Yg )
- {[g';S(g:atg;"-i)VA#S]VSxai—BW Kglxa)
VS'V

V. YV, B, VM n, v
={[315(824834) 475) 6g16} 6x/3+'y’

where
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py = DA, v, = (DB
Ky = - 1)a+‘)’, V2 = (—1)a9
by = CDPY, vy= D™ <y,

”5 = (—1)a+3+7, VS = (— I)ny = ﬂa’

O Y T L ) L
Therefore, we need

V, K, V.V, VYV, U VLV v, v
171173 "2_F2\"2 By VB VeV, f, V
(g, g, ) 1 (g 2%, 2313 =1lg, (g, %8, 4513 G6ys,

'

There are eight cases that need be considered, depending on the values of a, B
and y. These are exhibited in Table 2.

Thus L is Moufang, and the proof is complete. Q.ED.
If G is a nonabelian group of order n, then the Moufang loop L formed as in

the theorem with be denoted by M, (G, 2).

Corollary 5. The only nonassociative Moufang loops of order <31 in which

every minimal set of generators contains an element of order 2 are
A. My,(5,,2)(2)  E. M, (4,,2)
B. M,(0, 2) F. M, (D¢, 2) (2)
C. M(D,,2)(?) G. M,,(G,,,2)
D. M,,(Dy,2) (2)  H. M,,(D,, 2).(2)

Proof. The corollary follows directly from Theorem 1, by use of Table 1.

As a result of Theorem 1, we may now restrict our attention to nonassociative Moufang
loops having a minimal set of generators, each element of which is of order greater
than 2. Thus, in particular, for every y, z € L, there exists an x d(y, z) such
that |x| > 2.

Proposition 4. A nonassociative Moufang loop L which contains an element
x of order >7 must be of order > 31.

(2) The loops M 4Ie(Dk’ 2) were actually discussed in [3] (see Example 4), where they
were denoted by L4(k). The isomorphism between M 4k(Dk’ 2)and L 4(k) may be given by
x —a,y— b, z—c, where D, =(y, 2), y2 =k = (y2)2=1, and every element of M, (D,, 2)

is expressed in the form (z2yB)x7, 0 sa<k, 0SB, ¥sl. M12(33,2) is the smallest
Moufang loop [4, Main theorem}s
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Table 2
alBly (abXca) la(6e))a
010 1) Ueyg)™ eser ™11 =8, e Mes e V" 1g7 ! = 58,
010 (g7 7N Mgy = 4,85 le7 Mges 117 Yg7 ! = g,e3t
01 |1 (e e; Neser N =185 e08, le, (3 ey ey = 2,65 281
1{ofo [(gxg;l)'l(g; leth- -1 g 185! llg,(g,8,)" 1-1g,1-1 - g;lg;l
1[0 1] [(g85 g5 )1 = 8,87 65 '8y ey ey s D Mgy 11! = 8185 85 ey

1l11]o0 -1 -1 -1 —l= -1 - 1y —11e -
a7 "8,)e5 87 N7 = g18387 & le7 e, 85 T 17! = g42587 ey

1 y=1(=1_ y=11_ =1
L)1 ey Te,)™ (e 7ey)" 1= 67 s {le, (a7 e eyt = g5 e,

0100/ (g8,)es8,) = 818,838, lg,(2,85)le, = 218,858y

Proof. There must exist y, z € L such that y ¢ (x)and z ¢ (x, y). By
Lemma 1,

L2 [z 3, 2)] 2 2Kx, y)] 2 410 > 32.

Proposition 5. The only nonassociative Moufang loops L of order < 31
which contain an element z of order 5 or 7 are Mzo(Ds' 2) and M28(D7' 2).

Proof. If every minimal set of generators of L contains an element of order
2, then the result follows easily from Corollary 5 and a knowledge of the groups
in Table 1. '

Assume there exists a minimal set S of generators each of which is of order
greater than 2.

Let a, b €S. (We may assume (&, b) is not cyclic otherwise § would not be
minimal.) Since L is not associative, L £ (&, b), and so, by Lemma 1, (a, b) <15.
If z €(a, b), a survey of Table 1 implies that (a, b) = Dy or D,. But then either
a or b would be of order 2, contrary to assumption. Thus, z ¢ {a, b). By Corollary
2, L =(z,a,b) and (g, b) < 6. But this is incompatible with the fact that neither a
nor b is of order 2. Thus the assumption must be false, and the proposition
follows.

From this point on, a familiarity with the groups listed in Table 1 is important.

The remainder of our argument is divided into three cases depending on the

orders of the elements in L.
Case 1. L contains an element z of order 6. If x ¢ (z), then, since

L cannot be generated by two elements, there exists a y ¢ (x, z). By
Lemma 1,
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312 |L| > % 30 2)] 2 2% =),
so |(x, z)] < 15. Since (x, z) is a group containing an element of order 6, a quick
survey of Table 1 shows that (x, 2) & C, x C,, (x, 2)& D or (x, z) @G,,. A
knowledge of these groups tells us that |x| £ 3.

We now consider several subcases:

1(a) There exist x, y both of order 6 in L, such that y ¢ (z) and x ¢ (y, 2).
Then (x, y) & (x, z) & (y, 2) ® C, x C,. By replacing % and/or y by their
inverses if necessary, we may assume that x% = y2 = z2, Since (x, y) & C 2 X Cg
and x2 =y2, |xy| =6. But then {xy, z) & C, x C¢ so that (xy)z = z(xy). However,

[(xy)zly = dyzy) = x(y?2) = x23 = (x2)2? = (x2)y?
so that
2(xy) = (xy)z = [(x2)y?ly~ ! = (x2)y = (zx)y.

Thus L is a group, so case 1(a) cannot occur.

1(b) There exists y ¢ (z) such that |y| =6, but, for every x ¢ (y, z), |x|£6.
Since (x, 2) & C, x C¢, D¢ or G, |x| = 2 or 4. However, if |x| =2 for each
x ¢ (y, z), then every minimal set of generators of L contains an element of order
2; hence |x| = 4 for some x ¢ (y, z).

(y, z) & C, x C¢, and, as we did before, we may assume that y2 =z2, Also
(x, 2) & (x, y) X G,,, so that x2 =23 and x2=y3, Thus y3 =23, But then
y = z, contrary to assumption. Hence case 1(b) cannot occur.

1(c) For each w ¢ (2), |w| <6. Again, since (w, z) = C, x C » Dg, 0r Gy,
|w| = 2 or 4. Hence, since not every minimal set of generatots of L contains an
element of order 2, there exist x, y € L such that |x| = |y| = 4, and, by Corollary
3, L =(x, y, 2).

(x z) & (¥, 2) xG;p and (x, y) & C, x Cp 9, or G, (see Table 1).

However, if (x, y) & G,,, then there exists, contrary to assumption, an element
of order 6 which is not in (2z). Thus (x, y) ¥ C, x C, or Q. In either case x%=
y2=2% and zx = xz=1 and zy = yz=1. If (x, y) & C, x C,, then (xy)2 =1, so
(xy,z) & C 2 xCgor De. In the former case (xy)z is of order 6, contrary to
assumption; thus (xy. z) & D¢ and z(xy) = (xy)z= 1.

If (x, y) =0, then |ry| =4 and so (xy, z2) & G, and z (xy) = (xy)z=1
Thus in either case z(xy) = (xy)z=!

Consider the elements of L of the form (x®yf)z”. Since x2 =y? and y? =
23, we may assume that 0< a, B8<1, 0<y<5, e.g.,

(39)25 = (xx?y)z” = (xy3)z° = [(x)z3]23 = (xy)22.
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If we can show that the product of two elements of this form is again of this form,
then, since x, y and z are of this form and L =(x, y, 2) every element of L is
expressible in this form. Also, since there are at most 24 distinct elements of this
form and |L| = |(x, y, 2)| > 2y, 2z)| = 24, every element of L is uniquely expres-
sible in the form (x®y#)z”, where 0< @, <1, 0<y<5.

To investigate the multiplication of (x®y#)z” by (x“y"z”, let u = x°yP
and v=x%y". If v #£1 (i.e. v=2x,y or xy), then zv = vz~!; thus
uz?” ¥ if v=1

o

u(vzP)  otherwis

[(uz” XvzMz” = u(z” vz” *P) = {

If v#£1 but =1, this is just vz? and if u =v £ 1, we get u?z”, If u2 £ 1 then
u? =23, Hence, if u#1, v£1, u#v, and 0=0 if 22 =1, =3 otherwise,
wwz?) = uz=Po) = dl(z0=Pu= 2] = ul(u= 2P~ %~ 1))

= ulu~ 2P~ U= 1)} = 2P~ O 10) = (u= 1)z %P = (uz=O020=P = (u)z=".
(The last step follows since P (v), as z3 = x2 = y2)) Putting this all together,
we find that

uz” *P ifv=1
!
) vzP=? if vél, u=1
(uzy)(vzp) = .
u?zP=" fu=v#l
(u)z=P~7  otherwise

Setting

{ 1 fov=1 } { 1 ifu=1,orv=l,oru=v}
= . and v = ’
—~1 otherwise —1 otherwise

this becomes (uz”)(vz”) = (uv) 2*7Y *VP,

Replacing # and v by their expressions in terms of x and y, we get
(5) [*yA27N(x7yN27] = (x%PxCyT )M VP

where

“={ 1 if ”=’=O}=(_1)a+r+ar
—~1 otherwise

and
vs{ 1 if a=f=0,0r0=7=0, or a=0'/3='} = ()b,
-1 otherwise
We now consider two subcases.
Case 1(c,). If (x, y) C, x C,, then xy = yx, and xayﬁxcryr - xawyﬁﬂ.
Thus (5) becomes
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© (=% Pz7 MYz = (24P HY +VP,

where p and v are as defined above.

This product is of the desired form, so that, as stated previously, every ele-
ment of L is expressible in this form, and (6) gives the rule for multiplying two
elements of L. Thus L has the following presentation:

L=(xy 2z x®=y2=23,25=1, [(xa'yﬁ)zy][(xay')zp] = (xa""o'y'B )Y +VP,
where p and v are as defined above).

To see that a Moufang loop having this presentation actually exists, let a =
(xay'B 127, b=(x"y")zP, c = (xsy‘)z"’. We then check the Moufang identity (1).

(ab)(ca) = (x2 “+"+3y2/3+r+£) 23 (B1Y 421 P)4v5 (1) +,7)

[a(6c)]a = (x22+°+ sy 284746 z"s["s 4 *”5(“4 P4V, m)] ey

where
py = (1T, v, = (-1)%7+F,
By = (1P, v, = (c1)%+8,
py = (~1)2+8+B4e4(as8)(Bse) v, = (= 1)@+ B4 +(B41) (@43
By = (1Pl v, = (1),
By = (_1)8+0' +€+r+(8+o)(e+f), v, = (= 1) +0)+B(e +8)’
e =Ky v = (—1)HBH++8(24048)
For the Moufang identity to hold, we need the coefficients of y, p and 7 in

(ab)(ca) to be congruent modulo 6 to those in [a(bc)la. The coefficients of y
are p p, +v,vy and ppe + Ve respectively. Since (- 1)%k = 1, we find

Bty + Vs = (= 1)2+B+7 4748 4e40T1aBaesf848e | (_1)Bo 4o esryar
Bl + Vg = (= 1)24B+2B40 484746486437 4o €401 | (_ 1)o7 406480 +85,
Thus
Byby +vovy = et a"'ﬁs(“s“s +vg):

If (- 1)7€8rmoeBd _ (L 1)3Ar*eto=0) L1 then §=0,e=1and a +o=1
(mod 2),0r =1,e=0and B+r=1(mod 2),0r S=¢=1and a+B+0+7=1
(mod 2). However, in any of these cases, p p; + v,yvy =0 = pspe +vg. Thus
the coefficients of y check.
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In a similar way, the coefficients of p and of 7 check, so that L is Moufang.

To see that L is not a group, x(yz) = (xy)z~1 = (xy)z5 £ (xy)z.

For future reference, we will denote this nonassociative Moufang loop found
in case 1(c,) by M,,(G,, C, xC,).

Case l(cz) (%, y) & Q, so that yx = xy3 = (xy)y? = (xy)z3, and hence,

By y - (xa.ﬂr ﬁ+r)23/30'

Thus (5) becomes

™ [(x yp)zyll(x ")zP] = (x> B+7), 380 41y +vP

where g and v are again as defined above.
Thus (7) gives the rule of multiplication for L, and L has the presentation

L=(xy z: s =y? = 23; 25 = 1, [(x%P2” 1%y )z"]
= (x YB3V 0 Ghere p=(=1)'T*T and v=(~ I)OHBG).

It is again a straightforward, although somewhat tedious, matter to check
that L is a nonassociative Moufang loop, and the details will be omitted.
(Acutally, since z3 = z=3, the only difference between the check here and the
check for M, (G,,, C, x C,) is in the exponents of z which are not a coefficient
of 0,y or p. These are 380 + 3a¢ + 3(B + r)(a + 8) for (ab)(ca), and 37 +
38(0+8) + 3(8 +7+ a for [a(bc)la, which are clearly equal.)

The Moufang loop found in case 1(c,) will henceforth be denoted by
M,4(Gy5 Q)

We have now completed the discussion of Case 1, in which L contains an
element of order 6. By Proposition 5, L cannot contain an element of order 5
(since we are restricting attention to Moufang loops not of the form M, n(G, 2)), so
we now consider

Case 2. L contains an element x of order 4, but no element of larger order.
If L also contains an element y of order 3, then, from Table 1 and a knowledge
of cyclic groups, either |(x, y)| > 15, or (x, y) X C, or G,,. If [{x, y)| > 15,
then |L|> 31,contrary to assumption; and if (x, y) & C;, or G,,, then L contains an
element of order greater than 4, again contrary to assumption. Thus L can con-
tain no element of order 3, and so each nonidentity element of L must be of order
2 or 4. Since, by assumption, not every minimal set of generators of L contains
an element of order 2, there exist (by Corollary 3) x, y, z in L, each of order 4,
such that L = {x, y, z). Since each element of L is of order a power of 2, |L|
= 2* for some k [8, p. 415]. Since |L|< 31, we have |L| < 16, so

162 |L| =[x, y, )| > 2|(x, y)| > 4]x] = 16.

Thus |L| =16, and[(x, y)| = 8. (Similarly for any u, v €L, [(, v)| = 8 if |u| =
and v ¢ (u).)
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Thus (x, y) & C, x C, or Q. In either case, x2 =y2, and, by analogous
reasoning x2 = y2 = z2, Every element of L may be uniquely expressed in the
form (x%P)z”, 0<a,B< 1, 0<y<3, since |L| = 16, and there are 16 ele-
ments of this form which are easily seen to be distinct. Thus, as in case 1, we
need only determine how to multiply two elements of this form.

If wel,then (w,x) ¥C,xC, D, Q or C;. Inany of these cases
wx? = x%w, so x2 is in the Moufang center of L (i.e. it commutes with every ele-
ment of L). Since (x2)2 =x% =1, x2 is in the center of L (the intersection of
the nucleus and the Moufang center) [8, Lemma 1].

Also, for each w € L, either w? = x2 or w2 =1.

As mentioned previously, {x, y) & C, x C, ot Q. Similarly for (x,z) and
(y» z). By symmetry, there are thus four cases that need be considered:

Aa) (x, y) = (x, z) ¢ (y, 2) X C, x Cy,

2b) (xny)x 0, (% )=y, ) C,xC,,

2c) (x, y)=C,xC,, (x 2 (y, 2) = Q,

2d) (x, y)y=(x, 2) x(y, z) = Q.

In cases 2(a) and 2(b),

2(xy) = [z(xy)z]z? = [(zx)(y2)]z3 = [(x2)y2)z - 2% = [zy2z?)]2?

2

= [x(yz?)2% = x(yz) (since z? € center of L).

But L is not a group, so x(yz) £ (xy)z and hence z(xy) # (xy)z.

In Xa), |*y| =2, so (xy,2) = C, x C; or D,. But z(xy) £ (xy)z, so{xy,z) =D,
and z(xy) = (xy)z~1.

Similarly, in case 2(b), |xy| =4 so (xy, 2) ® C, x C; or Q. But z(xy) #
(xy)z, so (xy, z) & Q and again z(xy) = (xy)z=1.

Thus, in either case,

1(x%,9) {(xsye)z'17 ifSEesl(modZ)}
z(x%) = .

(x 8y‘)z"’ otherwise
Defining p, ¢, ¥ and v respectively by
p=GD7, ¢=(- 1)%, Y= (~1)(@+Ban) -, (~1)07+B0,
and recalling that x2 and y? are in the center of L, we obtain
(8) (xayﬁ)([xoyr)zp 1= (xo‘y'B)[z# P(x7y")].
In case 2(a), this is equal to
2By (67 =% =P)] = [x %Pz (PyPN(x" =% =)

= (2PHPx 2% 2B)(xT =0y T=B) | S PHA( 247 Y BT _ (x24T BT )PP,

But Y = (- DT =y, 50 (x%yA(x%y7)2P] = (x**yBT)zYP, Thus
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(A2 )2 = (P %y =P+ 1=
= {GOYPIT Y )P Y =7 o (O PN PHY 417V (349, B0 1Y 4V,
[Note 227 = z=27 s0 that the value of v does not effect the coefficient of y.]
Thus
L=(x y z: 22 = y? = 2%; 2% = 1; [(x% P27 N(x"yNzP] = (F4oy P Y +VP,
where g = (1) and v = (-1)¥+5),

The check that L is a nonassociative Moufang loop is again tedious but
straightforward, and will be omitted. (Note that, since z4 = 1, we only need the
exponents of z in (@b)(ca) and [ bc)]a to be congruent mod 4.)

In case 2(b), recalling that yx = xy3 = (xy)y? = (xy)z2, and that 22 is in the
center of L, we see that (8) becomes

(x ayp)[(xo)'r)z Al=(x a}'ﬁ)[z“ Pi(x ayﬁ)[(xa - ayr-ﬁ)zzﬁ(o i
= [Py Pl = %y = Bz 2B =]

- [z¢ B( 2 ayz /322 a.ﬁ)][(xo- a.yr- ,B) 22 Blo= a)]
- z¢l-tp(x¢+0yﬁ+f)zll3(°’ ~a)42aB4f(o=a) _ z¢ﬂp(xa+0‘yﬁ+f)zzﬁ0

- (xa+0yﬁof)z‘ll¢l-tp+2/30 - (xa+°’y/3+f)zvp+2ﬁ°',
Thus, in a manner §imilar to case 2(a), we find that
[(xayp)zy][(xoy')zp] = (xa*”yﬁ H)ZHY +vP+2B0
[Note again that 22VFr_ j2h0 regardless of the value of v.] Thus
L =(x, y, 2 % = ¢ = 22; 2% = 1; [x%P)z" M(x"yNzP] = (x4 P17 +vP+250,
where g = (1) and v = (-1)¥+5),

Again the verification that L is a nonassociative Moufang loop will be
omitted.

In case 2(c), since {x, z) & Q, |xz| = 4 and (x, xz) & Q. As in case 2(a),
(xy, z) must be C, x C4 or Dy, and

z(xy) = [2(xy)z)z? = [(z2)(y2)]z3 = [(x23)y2)]2? = K23y) = xlyz) £ (xy)z.
Thus z(xy) = (xy)z3. Consider (y, x2).
y(xz2) = zz3[y(z3)] = 2[(23yz3)x] = 2(yx) = 2(xy) = (xy)23.
Also

(x2)y = [(x2)y)z - 23 = [x(zy2)]2? = (xy)23,.
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so y(xz) = (xz)y. Thus (y, x2) = C , x C,. If we now choose x, xz, y as our
set of generators for L, we have (x, xz) & 0, (x, y) & (xz, y) ¥ C, x C,, so
case 2(c) is really the same as case 2(b). [If we do not realize that 2(c) is the
same as 2(b), and if we approach 2(c) in a manner similar to the way we did 2(a)
and 2(b), we find that the loop in 2(c) is presented by

L =(x y, 2: 22 = y? = 2%; 2% = 1; [(x%P)27 N(xTyNzP] = (5347 PH)HY 4P,
where p=(-1)°¥*+7 and v = (- )45y,

The isomorphism between the loops in 2(c) and 2(b) may be given by f: 2(c) —
2(b), where f(x) =y, f(y) =z, f(z) = xy, but the verification that { is an isomor-
phism is quite messy. As this verification is not needed, it will be omitted. How-
ever, the fact that the loops in 2(b) and 2(c) are isomorphic, leads us to ask
whether any of the other loops we found are also isomorphic. This question will
be answered in the next section.]

The details of case 2(d) are very similar to those of cases 2(a) and 2(b) and
will for the most part be omitted. We again find that 2(xy) = (xy)z~!, but this
time

2 86) {(xsy‘)z" ifﬁsesO(modZ)}
z 1 (x"y%) = .

(x 8y‘)z’ 7 otherwise

Following through in a manner similar to the previous cases, we then obtain

[(xayﬂ)zyl[(xay')zp] = (x4 y BN HY VP2

where v = (= 1) %5 a5 before, but now gt = (- 1)°**°7, Thus
L=(x 7y z:x°= y2 =22 2% = 1 [(xaymz'y][(xayr)zp 1= (xa*ay'B ) 1Y +VP4287

where p = (=1)**"7 and v = (- 1) +Boy,

Again it may be verified that L is a nonassociative Moufang loop.

It is worthwhile noting that the loop found in 2(d) is just the loop of units in
the Cayley numbers.

This completes Case 2, but for future reference let us give the loops we found
names. The loop in 2(a) will be denoted by M, .(C, x C,); the one found in 2(b)
and 2(c) will be denoted by M, (C, x C,, Q); and the one found in 2(d) will be
denoted by M, (0).

All that remains to be done now in order to find all nonassociative Moufang
loops of order < 31 is to consider

Case 3. L contains no element of order greater than 3. Since we are assum-
ing that not all minimal sets of generators of L contain an element of order 2, L
must contain a minimal set of generators, each element of which is of order 3.
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From Lemma 1 and its corollaries, such a set of generators must contain exactly
3 elements x, y and z.

Let K=1{g|g €L, |g| =3}. Let g,, g, € K. By Table 1,(g;, g,) XA, or
C; x C;. We can assume that x ¢ (g, 8,). If (g}, 8,) = A, then, by Corollary
2, g,» &85> %)| > 36, contrary to assumption. Therefore (g, g,) = Cy;xC; and
|g1g2| = 3. Thus, K is a commutative Moufang loop of exponent 3. Since x, y, z
€K, K= L. By [2, Theorem 10.1, p. 1571, L is centrally nilpotent of order 33,
By Proposition 1, L is therefore a group.

Thus Case 3 gives rise to no nonassociative Moufang loops.

Having considered all possible cases, we may summarize our results in the
following theorem.

Theorem 2. The only nonassociative Moufang loops of order < 31 are those
given in Corollary 4, and the following:

L M (C, x g4) L. M,,(G,, C,xC)).
J. M(C,xCp @ M. M, (G,,, Q)
K. M,.(0)

V. Some properties. In studying cases 2(b) and 2(c) above, we raised the
question of whether any of the loops are isomorphic. The answer is no. This is
most easily seen by considering the order structure of each of the loops. Table 3
summarizes these results, giving the number of elements of each order in each
loop.

Since isomorphisms preserve the order structure, the only possible isomor-
phism that could exist is between M, (Q, 2) and M,,(C, xC 4)- However, every
set of generators of M, (Q, 2) contains an element of order 2, while this is not
true for M, (C, x C,), so none of the loops in question are isomorphic. [Note
that there are 5 nonisomorphic nonassociative Moufang loops: of order 16, and not
only 2 as had been previously suggested by the author [3, final paragraph].]

In fact, since isotopy of Moufang loops preserves order of elements, none of
the loops, with the exception of M,(Q, 2) and M,/(C, x C,), could be isotopic.
Thus each of the other loops is a G-loop (i.e. each loop is isomorphic to all its
loop-isotopes). (Actually M,.(Q, 2) and M,,(C, x C,) are also G-loops. This
will be shown later.)

We now turn our attention to which of the M w-laws each of our loops satisfies.
A loop is said to satisfy the M, -law for some positive integer % if, for all a, b,
c€eL,

(ab) (ca*) = [a(bc)] ak.
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Table 3
Loop Number of elements of order

2|3 45| 6}7
sz(sa’ 2) 9 2 - =] =] =
M40, 2) 9 | - 6| -| -1} -
M(D,, 2) 13 | - 2 -1 -1 -
M,,(D,, 2) 15 |- | -|4|-]-
M, (4,,2) 15 | 8 S I B
M, (D, 2 19 | 2 -l =121 -
M, (G,,,2) 13 |2 | 6|-]2]~-
M,g(D,, 2) 21 |- | - =-}|-1]6
M, (C,xC)) 9 | - 6 | -1 -1 -
M,(C, xC, Q) s |- 10 ]|-]-1|-
M,(0) 1 |- |14 |-]-]-
M, ,(Gy,0 Cy % Cp) 7 |2 |12 |-]2}| -
M, (G, Q) 1 |2 |18 |-|2] -

Pflugfelder proved that a loop L satisfies the M,-law if and only if L is Moufang
and x*=! is in the nucleus of L for each x in L [10, Theorem 3]. She also
proved that if L satisfies the M -law and also the M_-law, then L satisfies the
M law, where d = 1 + (r— 1, s — 1), and hence that the set of all k for which L
satisfies the M, law is determined by the smallest such k& which is greater than
1 [10, Theorem 1].

If d is the smallest such &, and if the M g-law is satisfied in a nontrivial
way (i.e. if ¥=1 £1 for at least one x in L), then L is called an M ;~loop.
Otherwise, M is said to be strictly Moufang. We would like to investigate the
M, -law for the loops we found. We begin by finding their nuclei.

Theorem 3. If L = M(G, 2), then the nucleus of L is equal to the center of G.

Proof. In the proof of Theorem 1, we saw that @ = g;x°% b = gzxﬁv c=gu”
associate if and only if

Vy By VeV, By V. Ky, Vo Ha Vol B
[(311821) 1 2332] 2"[813(82 833) ] 3,
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where v, = (- 1A, py= 1)%*A, v,=(17, By = 1)*B+7, By =~ 1)8*7,
If g, is in the center of G, this becomes

J730 2 T 7 Bty By HaVolo i
1717 Y2 H21%2 2H3p 3 F3¥aFoks
) [81 83] =& [81 83 .

Since pyv) = pops = (- 1% pavyt= M3V, =V, this becomes
Y, M By Vol vV
2 72
883" = (313331 71,
If B=0,then v; =1, and V, = I3, So we have equality. Thus if g, is in the
center of G and 8 = 0, then gzx'g is in the middle nucleus and hence the nucleus
of L.
Conversely, if gzxﬁ is in the middle nucleus of L, taking g; =1, y=1 and
o =f, we see that p, =—v,; and p; =—-p, = 1 so that we must have
v -V, =1 =1 v
1 1
(81 82)=(81 -9 ) =881 »
and thus g, must be in the center of G.
But then, as in the first part of the proof, we must have

v, W By Vo ¥V
2 M

(g,%85 )=(gl333l )1,

If B=1,then v) =-1 and v, =~ p;, so that

v, B =Yy =Hy =l By Y,
(g, %83 =(g; g3 ) =838
But, since G is not abelian, this will not hold for all g, and g;. Hence B=0.
Thus the theorem is proven.

Table 4 lists the loops of order < 31, their nuclei (which in each case turns
out to be identical with the center, although this will not be true in general), and
the value of d for which L is an M -loop (if L is strictly Moufang, we write
d=1).

Note that all the loops of order 16 are M;-loops, and hence extra loops [5,
Corollary 2]. Thus in particular they are G-loops ([3, Theorem, 1], or [6, Theorem
4]), so that M, (Q, 2) and M,¢(C, x C,) are not isotopic.

Note also that M, 4(D 6 2) gives an example of a strictly Moufang loop with
a nontrivial nucleus.

As a final consideration, Table 5 lists the prototypes of all possible sub-
loops of our loops. (These were found by considering the subloops generated
by each possible collection of elements.)

Using this table, we see that all of our loops satisfy Lagrange’s theorem,

and they all have Sylow subloops for each prime dividing their order. Also, all

are seen to be solvable but only those of order 16 are centrally nilpotent [8, p. 415].
Note that M, .(Q) is hamiltonian (see [2, Theorem 7.2, p. 87]).
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Table 4
loop nucleus (center) (3) M ;-loop
M85, 2) 1 1
M0 2 o) =D =c, 3
M (D,,2) o) =c, 3
My, (D, 2) 1 1
My (4,,2) 1 1
M, (D, 2) o) =c, 1
M, (G, 2 0% = (=) =c, 7
M, (D,,2) 1 1
My(Cyx Cp) =) =) =C,| 3
MglCrxCu @ | (D9 =) xCy| 3
MyQ) =) =D xC, | 3
My Gy CxC| () = () =) xC,| 7
My (G, Q) ) =) =(Hxc,| 7
Table 5
loop subloops
normal not normal
M,,(85,2) S5 Cy C,xCy C,
My4(0, 2) 0D, C,CyxC, C, c,
Ml6(D4’ 2) D4, szCZxCZ, C4, szcz, C2 C2
My(Ds, 2) Dy, Cs C,xCy C,
MN(A‘, 2) Ap CyxCy C,xCyxCy, C,xC,, Cs. Cy S’
M,, (D, 2) D¢, M(s,,2), Cg, S5, Cs, C, C,;xCyxC, CyxCy, C,
M, (G5, 2) G,y D¢ C3. C, Dy Sy Cp C,x €,
M,4(D,, 2) D,, C, C,xCp C,
Mls(szC) C,xCuD, C, Cy C,xCy C,
M (C,xCy Q) 0, D, C;xCy C, CyxCy C, C,
M, Q) 0.C,C, none
1 My Gy, €3 xCY) | Gygu Dg, S50 Cgo €y €y C,xCuCyxCpCpuC,
M, (G, Q) Gyy Cg C3 €, 9 C,

3) In Mzn(G, 2), {y, z} denotes a minimal set of generators of G, in which y is of
maximal possible order. In the other loops, x, y and z refer to the presentation given
when the loop was first discussed. :



MOUFANG LOOPS OF SMALL ORDER. I 51

REFERENCES

1. B. Baumslag and B. Chandler, Theory and problems of group theory, Schaum’s
Outline Series, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1968.

2. R. H. Bruck, 4 survey of binary systems, Ergebnisse der Mathematik und ihrer
Gtenzgebiete, N. F., Heft 20, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1958. MR 20 #76.

3. O. Chein and H. O. Pflugfelder, On maps x—sx" and the isotopy-isomorphy
property of Moufang loops, Aequationes Math. 6 (1971), 157-161. MR 45 #2067.

4, , The smallest Moufang loop, Acch. Math. 22 (1971), 573=576.

5. O. Chein and D. A. Robinson, 4n ‘“‘extra’’ law for characterizing Moufang loops,
Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 33 (1972), 29-32. MR 45 #2068.

6. F. Fenyves, Extra loops. I, Publ. Math. Debrecen 15 (1968), 235-238.
MR 38 #5976.

7. G. Glauberman, On loops of odd order. 1I, J. Algebra 8 (1968), 393—414.
MR 36 #5250.

8. G. Glauberman and C. R. B. Wright, Nilpotence of finite Moufang 2-loops, J.
Algebra 8 (1968), 415-417. MR 36 #5251.

9. R. Moufang, Zur Struktur von Alternativkérpern, Math. Ann. 110 (1935), 416—430.

10. H. O. Pflugfelder, 4 special class of Moufang loops, Proc. Amer. Math. Sog. 26
(1970), 583-586.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS, TEMPLE UNIVERSITY, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYL-
VANIA 19122



